
�����������
������
�������
��



	�

�
�
������	���

Tel: 01752 844916
����������

���������	������


����	�
Only £34.95
����������	


SALTASH and DISTRICT

OBSERVER
December 2013 - Issue 257 Established 21 years

Enjoy better hearing today
At the Hearing Room, part of the bloom™ hearing specialists 
network, we take pride in offering friendly, helpful hearing 
advice and the highest level of service, including:

We are open Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm. Please quote ref: BL SO 01.

Whatever your hearing needs, 
call us 01752 850421

Free hearing tests

Free 6 point hearing aid clean and check service
Free demonstrations of the latest technology

Low cost hearing aid batteries and accessories

The Hearing Room
111-113 Fore Street, Saltash PL12 6AE
email: saltash@bloomhearing.co.uk
www.bloomhearing.co.uk

They added, that the Saltash

Town Council is disappointed

that other alternatives, such as a

differential tolling charge

between the bridge and the

Torpoint ferry had not been

given proper consideration.

Reductions in tolls received

over each of the last  three years

at least had resulted in income

falling short by half a million

pounds, County Councillor

Bob Austin, who sits on the

bridge and ferry joint

committee, told the Town

Council.  Meanwhile

maintenance costs had

increased and the reserves held

fallen to £2 million, the

minimum level which should

be retained.

Officers had recommended

to the committee that rather

than increase the cost of tag or

cash crossing an eighty pence

charge per month be added to

each account. This would help

pay for the tags which so far

have been issued free of charge.

The Tamar Bridge currently

subsidises the Torpoint Ferry by

a ratio of three to one, added

County Councillor Derek

Holley, also a bridge and ferry

committee member. If it were

not for the bridge users’ subsidy

ferry crossings could cost over

five pounds. Councillors had

asked the officers to prepare a

report on the option of

recovering the £1/2 million

shortfall by a modest increase

on cash paid fares for the ferry.

This would not affect Torpoint

residents who used the tag, but

would slightly increase the sum

paid by holiday makers and

other occasional users.

However this option was not

shown to the bridge committee.

“I am angry that this option, put

forward by all three Saltash

members of the committee was

totally ignored”, said County

Councillor Joe Ellison, the third

local bridge and ferry

committee member.  He added

that one reason might be that

any toll increase must be

referred to the Secretary of

State and that it costs £40,000

to do so.  “They simply chose

the simplest option”

complained all three Saltash

Committee members.  The

eighty pence is easier to collect,

whether or not it is the fairest

solution to the shortfall.

“Those who use their tag

only occasionally will pay a

disproportionate charge to daily

commuters if this charge comes

into affect”, added Mayor

Councillor David Yates.

The Town Council’s

submissions will be considered

before a decision is made.

Don’t Charge for Tamar Tags – Raise
Ferry Fares Saltash Suggests

T
he proposed monthly charge to all Tamar Tag holders of eighty pence per month however

much they use it would be particularly unfair to infrequent users, Saltash Town Councillors

agreed. They submitted a response to the Tamar Bridge and Torpoint Ferry Committee’s

consultation unanimously agreeing that this charge was not an appropriate response to the

authority’s funding crisis.

Mon - Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm  Sat 10.00am - 1.00pm
1 Kingsmill Road, Tamar View Ind. Est. (opposite Focus)

01752 841234

FENSA
19348
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Windows, Doors, Soffits &

Gutterings

www.carltonplatics.net

Kirsty from the Hearing

Room as ‘The Mad

Hatter’ see pages 4&5!
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Opening
hours:
Mon-Sat 10am-10pm
Sun-11am-10pm

Tel:  01752 842535 
127 Fore St

Saltash
A Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year
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(Films rented on
Christmas 
Eve aren't due
back until 
Boxing Day at
no extra charge)
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Order
Your
Christmas
& New
Year Party
Drinks
Now

Order
Your
Christmas
& New
Year Party
Drinks
Now
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P
lanning is a dirty word.

Well, it is to some

people who think that

all planning officers are

corrupt, that councillors who

sit on planning committees

are even more corrupt and that

the whole system stinks. I can

see all that nodding….

Before I explain about

corruption please understand

two things: first is that most

applications go to Saltash

Town Council (STC) for

debate and a recommen-

dation. If that is the same as

the Cornwall Planning

Officer’s (CC) recommen-

dation then all is OK. If not

then STC may ask the CC

officer to justify their

reasoning and this is followed

by STC having an internet

debate and vote, (all open to

the public). If STC still

disagree with county then

they may ask (through their

Cornwall Councillor) for the

application to go to Planning

East, which is a higher

Cornwall committee for a

debate and decision. There is

an even higher committee for

huge applications. The second

thing is that there are some big

housing applications coming

up so perhaps now is a good

time to try and lay this demon

to rest.

Anyway my problem with

corruption is that I just cannot

see how it works in the sort of

system we have. To start with

STC do not have an officer

report so it cannot work in that

way in Saltash. Theoretically

it is possible at Planning East

level for a county officer to be

bribed to produce a report that

is unfair to one of the parties

concerned, and I suppose that

on rare occasions nationwide

it goes on. Why rare? Because

councillors give those reports

such intense scrutiny, as does

the internet-using public, that

something not right is jumped

upon mercilessly. I know that

because I sit on Cornwall’s

Planning East committee

which every month looks at

certain applications. These are

large or contentious

applications or otherwise

special ones such as those

brought forward by STC

through their Cornwall

Councillors. We give the

officers a really hard time on

many occasions, for many

reasons, one of which is if

their reports are wrong or not

good enough. We pick on and

ask for explanations for

mistakes or inconsistencies.

Come along to a Planning

East meeting and see for

yourself. It is a rare meeting of

Planning East where we

deliver every verdict in line

with the officers

recommendations. I have

been at meetings where every

officer recommendation was

reversed. Everyone!

So what about councillor

corruption? Again I am sure it

goes on nationwide, on rare

occasions. Why again rare?

Because it would be virtually

impossible, on Planning East

for example, to bribe and get

away with bribing enough

councillors to swing a vote…

we have 15 councillors there,

four Independents, four Lib

Dems, five Tories, one UKIP

and one Mebyon Kernow. If

other committees reflect ours

then they are an

argumentative disparate

bunch who freely criticise and

disagree with each other’s

viewpoints at every

meeting…I mean that….at

.every meeting. At STC level

there is just the same rigorous

debate. We really do try at all

levels to get to a fair decision

based on planning law. I just

cannot see corruption paying

off, it would be so difficult to

get it to work and extremely

risky. It is not much good

either saying a committee

chairman could be got at.

Why? Because basically they

just conduct the meeting and

usually don’t even vote unless

there is a tied vote. If they

tried to unfairly lead

discussion they would be

jumped upon.

So does the system stink?

Well here I have some

sympathy because planning

law is nowadays set down by

the Cornwall Local Plan and

the NPPF, the National

Planning Framework, a slim,

vague document we have to

abide by. If we give a decision

that goes against the NPPF the

applicant can take it to an

inspector, and if our decision

is unreasonable they can ask

for an award of costs. The

problem some people see (and

I am simplifying this a bit for

lack of space) is that the NPPF

is based on assumptions, such

as that “sustainable”

development is OK.

Sometimes this can fly in

the face of what appears to

be common sense: for

example a new house close

to Saltash town centre can

get away without any

parking spaces because

people should catch buses

etc, when it is most likely,

people say, that they will

still have two cars and have

to park on the road. The

other thing I don’t like is

that while the applicant can

appeal if they are turned

down, the opposition has

almost no right of appeal,

so, for example, if you don’t

like a wind turbine close to

you and after due process it

is passed…..tough….but if

the developer is refused he

has another chance with an

appeal inspector. On the

whole, though, I think the

NPPF is reasonable. 

I usually give a

vegetable comment here but

as my wellies are down the

garden stuck in mud ….no, I

will comment….how on earth

can there be, in this almost

freezing weather, great big

caterpillars still happily

munching on my sprouts?

Unbelievable. I blame it on

the Mayor; he should control

the wildlife in his town.

Have a very Happy

Christmas.

Derek Holley

Cornwall and Town

Councillor.
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Find us on Facebook 
@ glowtanning
Or at
www.glowsaltash.com
Tues & Thurs Late Night 
Open till 9pm
Gift Vouchers available
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Afternoon Tea Facial
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Gift Vouchers available

Hollywood
Lashes
Only £50
Glows Gorgeous
Individual Lashes
Only £25
Book Your
Dazzling
Fingers & Toes
For only £35

Sienna Spray Tan
Only £20
Fabulous New 
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CORNWALL

COUNCIL

and our PL12 community

For Observer readers

Derek Holley. Cornwall Councillor,

Saltash East
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W
hat was anticipated to
be a day’s seminar
followed by a dinner

and dance had an exciting
conclusion for a local beautician
who bought back to Saltash a
prestigious national award.

Lisa Watson of ‘Glow’ salon
was surprised and thrilled, after
a day of training on the use of a
new beauty product used by
royalty, to be called forward by
Deborah Mitchell, founder of
the internationally renowned
‘Heaven’ health and beauty
range. ‘Glow’ the salon which
Lisa had founded in Fore Street
was the proud winner of the
Heaven best British ‘Salon of
the Year 2013’.

She had travelled to
Shropshire for ongoing training
in their organic skin care range
and in particular the new
‘afternoon tea range’ as used by
Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall.

‘There were so many larger
salons represented that I never
expected any award’, said Lisa.
She put her success down to the
fact that the Heaven founder
herself  began with a small salon
dedicated to offering a high
standard of client care with
constant updating and training in
treatment through new and
effective organic products, just
as Lisa seeks to achieve for her
own Saltash clientele.

Saltash Salon’s Surprise Award from ‘Heaven’
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66 Liskeard Rd, Saltash

SURGERY TIMES FOR THE
CHRISTMAS PERIOD

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day
Boxing Day

Friday 27th Dec

Tuesday 31st 

New Years Day
(Ist Jan 2014)   

�
�
�

� 9.00am - 1pm
From 1pm, Emergencies only
ring 843397 for Vet on Call

Emergencies Only

Emergencies only

Normal surgeries

Back to normal opening
hours

�
Please telephone to arrange an appointment during this period

Normal Surgery Hours by appointment
9am -12.30pm   2.00pm - 6.30pm Daily

9am - 12.30pm Saturday
24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER

Telephone Saltash 843397
Best Wishes and Seasons Greetings to all our clients
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Mel would like to thank
her Loyal Clients for
their support & good
wishes

Telephone Mel: 07772 912342

Special Offer
Full Set Acrylic Nails £30
Shellac Gel £15

Mel would like to inform her
clients that, she has now 
re-located within Images

Tell your friends & family to visit us at…

www.saltash-observer.co.uk

Christmas is coming and so,

we’re told is the cold weather. 

While, for the young and

active, snowfall is exiting for

the less active, the elderly and

those in poor health winter can

be a miserable and often life

threatening time of year with

many vulnerable people left

cold and confined to their

homes. There is a lot of advice

available on how to cope with

cold weather, I have

summarised some of it below:

Follow these tips to help keep

you your family and your

neighbours warm and well in

extremely cold weather. 

Get ready by making a list

of the things you might need so

you do not have to go out in

really cold weather including:

Making sure you have a stock

of food 

If you need medication

make sure you have a sufficient

stock in the house If you have a

prepayment energy meter top

up your credit. Make sure you

have a torch and know where it

is in case of power cuts.

Looking after your Neighbour!

Check on older neighbours or

relatives to make sure they’re

safe and well. 

Make sure they’re warm

enough, especially at night,

and have stocks of food and

medicines so they don’t need

to go out during very cold

weather.If your’e worried

about a relative or an elderly

neighbour, ring Cornwall

Council or the Age UK

helpline on 0800 00 99 66. 

If you have a neighbour

who struggles with their

mobility and is unable to get

out due to the slippery

pavements, offer to go

shopping for them to ensure

they have enough basic food

items in the house.If you have

an immediate concerned for

your neighbour, for example,

they are not responding to your

telephone calls or your knocks

on the door and you are not

expecting them to be out, call

your local police station which

will be able to gain access to

check on them

Additional advice for the

elderly: To keep warm and

well during spells of cold

weather: Have regular hot

drinks and eat at least one hot

meal a day if possible. Eating

regularly helps keep energy

levels up during winter. Keep

as active in your home as

possible. If possible, stay

inside during a cold period

particularly if you have heart

or respiratory problems. Draw

your curtains at dusk and keep

your doors closed to block out

draughts. Wear several light

layers of warm clothes (rather

than one chunky layer). 

Keep your main living

room at around 18-21°C (65-

70°F), and the rest of the house

at least 16°C (61°F). If you

can’t heat all the rooms you

use, heat the living room

during the day and the

bedroom just before you go to

bed. You can also use a hot-

water bottle or electric blanket

(but not both at the same time)

to keep warm while you’re in

bed. Going out in icy weather

Take extra care, wrap up warm

and wear shoes with a good

grip if you need to go outside

on cold days. 

Icy pavements and roads

can be very slippery. In snow a

pair of old socks over the soles

of your shoes will improve

grip or you can buy overshoes.

The Met Office advises putting

grit or cat litter on paths and

driveways to lessen the risk of

slipping. It adds that you

should wait until the roads

have been gritted if you’re

travelling by car. 

Bear in mind that black ice

on pavements or roads might

not be clearly visible, and that

compacted snow may turn to

ice and become slippery.

Saltash Town Council Advice

to Residents on Cold Weather

Precautions Saltash Town

Council has a cold weather

plan on the Town Council

Website.

If you want details of the

plan and guidance on

precautions to be taken during

extreme cold weather or wish

to offer any assistance please

contact Saltash Town Council

on 01752 844846 or Email

enquiries@saltash.gov.uk

NEWHOMESSOUTHWEST.COM
Telephone: (01752) 844673/844934  07929 028675

Land and New Homes Consultants
Planning and Building Management for Devon and Cornwall

based in Saltash Cornwall for over 30 years.
www.newhomessouthwest.com
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Desirable & Immaculate Home
In tucked away spot.    Easily maintained
Spacious Rooms.    23'4" Lounge/Diner   
Kitchen with Integrated appliances.
Conservatory.  3 Bedrooms.   
Gas C.H Upvc D.G. 
Private Decked Garden Ideal for Summer
Entertaining.   Ample Parking

Convenient Location at Latchbrook.
Help to Buy deposit assistance available 
subject to approval.
View now and be settled in your new 
home for Christmas.

Price Guide £ Offers invited in excess of £160,000
Call now for immediate appointment to view to avoid disappointment
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From The Mayor’s
Parlour…

“Christmas Time (Children

Sing)” is a feel-good

Christmas ballad, penned by

songwriter and music

producer AJ Lornie, and sung

by Cornish singer and TV

presenter Shane Solomon. 

“Christmas Time (Children

Sing)” is now available to

download on iTunes and other

digital outlets. Rotarians are

looking to harness the support

of their 53,000 strong UK

membership, the 1.2 million

Rotarians around the world

and the public at large in their

bid to reach the UK charts,

raise awareness of Rotary’s

great work and to raise funds

for The Rotary Foundation.

“Click click” to save a life,

change a life and give hope to

those millions affected by

disaster, conflict, disease or

poverty. 

All profits will go to The

Rotary Foundation where

every penny raised goes to

support Rotary’s six areas of

focus: peace and conflict

prevention/resolution; disease

prevention and treatment;

water and sanitation; maternal

and child health; basic

education and literacy; and

economic and community

d e v e l o p m e n t .

In the UK the song is to take

on “The X Factor” winner in

the fight for the Number 1

spot in the UK, Irish & North

American Christmas charts. 

The song, and music video,

aims to make people think

about those less fortunate and

provides a way they can

actively help Rotary to help

others. Copies can be

downloaded for 79p of which

34p will go to The Rotary

Foundation. The music video

features school children from

around the world and

examples of Rotary’s

humanitarian work. Many

celebrities who have worked

with the Rotary End Polio

Now campaign, including

Olympian medalists Tonia

Couch, Tom Daley, Helen

Glover & world record holder

Ruta Meilutyte, Chefs

Michael Caines, Peter Gorton

& James Tanner, ex England

Rugby International Graham

Dawe are giving their support

and help to promote the

Christmas single. 

Rotary International

President Ron Burton whose

presidential theme for the year

is “Engage Rotary Change

Lives” said: “Rotarians

around the world are working

to save lives, change lives and

to give hope especially to

eradicate polio and those

recently affected by disaster

or conflict. Please ‘click’ to

download the song and ‘click’

to share it amongst your

network of contacts. It is that

simple, together we can

change lives.”   

“Christmas Time (Children

Sing)” song is now available

to download from iTunes. The

music video was officially

launched on the ‘Rotary in the

SW’ TV programme which

was broadcast on Monday 2nd

December (Sky 212 and

FreeSat 401 9.30 – 10pm)

Go to:

www.childrensing.info 

to download and help us

to make the Rotary

“Christmas Time

(Children Sing)” song

Christmas No 1
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VACANCY

PART-TIME
LEGAL

SECRETARY
Apply with C.V. to Nicholls & Sainsbury Solicitors
131-135 Fore Street, Saltash Cornwall PL12 6AB

Email: n_and_s_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Quote Reference JSG/REC13

Tel: 01752 846116
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Rotary Take on XFactor in the Race for

Christmas Hit

D
uring this festive season Rotarians in SW England have been working to release a Christmas

song to hit the charts and the hearts of millions around the world to support the increasing

humanitarian work they do globally. Rotary is asking you to “click, click”: click to download

the single and click to share! 

Conundrum

Corner

Taking the initial letter to

the on-word answers to

the following nine questions

can you re-arrange them to

make a nine-letter word?

1 Who are the little people

who help Santa with his

toys? (5)

2 Which Religious Festival

begins on January 6th? (8)

3 In George Orwell’s

Animal Farm what type of

creature is Snowball? (3)

4 What is the surname of

the author of A Christmas

Carol? (7)

5 To which Saint is Boxing

Day dedicated? (7)

6 Who were Comet, Vixen

and Cupid? (8)

7 How is New Year’s Eve

known in Scotland? (8)

8 How many points does a

Snowflake have? (3)

9 Located in London’s

Regent Street which is the

World’s largest Toy Store?

(7)

Answers on page 7



Saltash & District Observer - December 2013 - Page 5
Saltash & District Observer - December 2013 - Page 4

���� �������
Cut Price Smoking Shop & Accessories

Eco Electronic Vapour Cigarettes
& E-Liquid

Aromatic & Dinner Candles
� Incense Sticks  � Angels & Fairies

66 Fore Street Saltash
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SALTASH CARDS
121, Fore Street, Saltash, PL12 6AB

Great Selection of Cards for all Occasions
Inc Christmas &
New Year Cards

Gifts, Jigsaws & Gift Wrap

Party Balloons for all occasions

Tel: 01752 843577
Seasonal Greetings
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Seasonal Greetings to all our Loyal Customers
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Seasonal Greetings
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131-135 Fore St,
SALTASH

Cornwall
Tel (01752) 846116
Fax (01752) 844007

Tel: 01752 312223
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Lighting
Clearance to
make way for
New Range
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Tues 10th Jazz Trio Tues 17th Louise
��
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� Tuesday 24th BlueTrane
Fri 13th The Organisation
Fri 20th Banana Thieves  Fri 27th Barracudas
Sat 14th XLR Sat 21st Bad Luck‘n’Trouble
Sat 28th TBA  
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�� Tuesday 31st The Wireless
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Do you live in PL12 and struggle to get out and about on public
buses? 
Would your local group or club enjoy day trips but can’t find
affordable transport?
Have you thought about asking the Hopper Bus for help?

�� 16 Seater Minibus - can carry up to 6 wheelchairs
�� Driven and managed by volunteers
�� One-off or regular trips
�� For organisations and individuals in and around Saltash area
Interested? Call the Hopper Bus Team in the Community Market

Tel: 01752 848348
email: info@saltash-hopper.co.uk
A Saltash Gateway CIC initiative
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VanEssa MenswearSaltash - Cornwall - PL12 6AF
Tel: 01752 844434

Tel: 01752 842807 M: 07766 031 489
For more information 

e: Paula_Blissbeauty@hotmail.co.uk
The Courtyard Saltash PL12 6JR
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Bliss
Beauty   
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For more information and 
advice contact Kirsty on 
freephone 0800 488 0172

Rebecca Barr
Customer Care Advisor

  
   

FROM SALTASH AUDIOLOGY CENTRE AND THE HEARING ROOM

Saltash Audiology Centre The Hearing Room
 

 

 
 

For more information and 
advice contact Rebecca on 
01752 850421
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Retain your independence
and gain a better quality
of life in a supported
living environment

Call us on 07715 574 005 or email info@havenhomescornwall.co.uk
Chichester House, 27 St Stephens Road, Saltash PL12 4BG

www.havenhomescornwall.co.uk
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Hearing Staff Show off their Fancy Dress Sense

F
lower power hippies, cartoon characters and those from works as diverse as Alice in Wonderland and Little Britain were serving coffee

and cakes to Saltash shoppers from the Saltash Audiology Centre and The Hearing Room.  Children in Need day has always brought

out the staff of Saltash’s Hearing Room and Audiology Centre to share the fun of the national fundraising effort while seeking to make

a difference to the lives of children locally and nationally.  In past years there has been a ‘theme’, this year staff decided to let their

imaginations run riot in their fancy dress sense with colourful results.  They also worked hard to make cakes enjoyed by passing shoppers,

who helped the fancy dressed coffee servers make over £200 for the national funds.  Funding was also boosted by a raffle in which staff and

customers participated. They pass on grateful thanks for the support of

Florabella’s Florists and Jennifer’s Deli who provided superb raffle prizes.intrigue fashions
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This Christmas as Always
Saltash is the Town to Shop

Saltash is always a pleasant place to shop for presents, or for

oneself, where quality, individuality and friendly person service are

still practiced.  Saltash Shopping Week, launched as we go to press,

is the ideal opportunity to rediscover that wealth of different

shopping opportunities the town has to offer.

Unlike many towns and cities too, the main Fore Street presents

rowsof  attractive shops, decorated for the festive season, and with

few or any vacant premises.  Though we have been sad to lose a

few long established businesses we have been delighted to

welcome new traders to Fore Street, traders who see a future in our

friendly little town and who believe that they have something to

offer townsfolk and the many visitors from Plymouth and beyond

who come here looking for life beyond the faceless malls and lines

of lookalike chain stores.  Over the last month we have welcomed

Smokey Joes, with its array of scented candles and other eclectic

gifts and products.  Meanwhile in Lower Fore Street a new florists

is justifying the belief of Danielle, when she opened her traditional

sweet shop ‘Truly Scrumptious’ next door that the ancient heart of

the town has a good future.

Take advantage of the week’s free parking and the array of

entertainments and offers, and rediscover the joys of Christmas

shopping in a town with a tradition of service as well as unique gift

ideas. If, due to our printing dates, Saltash Shopping Week is over

when you receive your Observer, the shops and their products are

still there, with free weekend parking and a host of inns and cafes

in which to enjoy seasonal fare

and a warm welcome.

100 Fore Street, Saltash : Tel: 01752 848370
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Cornwall’s Largest
Independent Travel Agency

With 11 branches throughout
Cornwall & Devon
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Newell’s
TRAVEL
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As your community

newspaper, having celebrated

its twenty first anniversary is

now into its twenty-second

year of celebrating all that

Saltash has to offer, we find

ourselves once again in the

midst of those seasonal

celebrations that Saltash does

so well.

By the time you read this

the town will have taken on its

own special seasonal magic.

The Christmas festival and

parade will have passed, our

celebrated lights will be

glistening and our shops will

be filled with traditional and

unusual Christmas fare and

ideas for gifts.

Once again our town will

be able to offer all that is

needed to make Christmas

special.

As we build up the

excitement that Christmas

always brings to the young

and those of all ages who are

young at heart we should

perhaps spare more than a

moments thought for those

less fortunate.

Whether it be those whose

lives have been devastated by

war in the middle east, by

natural disaster in the far east

or just those local families

who will be dependent for

Christmas cheer on the charity

and goodwill of others, we

should remember that

Christmas is a time of giving –

and not only to kith and kin.

In this season of goodwill

for the twenty second time we

on the Observer are once again

happy to send the seasons;

compliments to all of our

advertisers, many of whom

have supported us throughout

the decades, and to all of our

readers and friends in Saltash

and district and indeed

worldwide who enjoy their

monthly Saltash Observer

through our website.

May you all be filled with

the joys of the festive season!

Your Editor Mary Crawford 

A Message from 
the Editor...

‘Uniting as One to Support the

Philippines’

saltash.net’s reputation as a ‘compassionate school’ was

strengthened last week when the whole school community came

together to raise as much money as possible in a short space of

time to help the people of the Philippines.  ‘Everyone was

affected by the upsetting images being shown on national media

over the weekend of November 9th and 10th,” explained

headteacher, Isobel Bryce.  ‘We just felt we had to do something

as quickly as possible to help provide support for this

humanitarian crisis’.

A ‘SOS’ email to staff resulted in three key ideas being chosen

as fundraisers on Thursday 14th and Friday 15th November.  On

the Thursday, staff and students dressed up in their ‘Onesies’ for

a ‘one off’ non uniform day.  There was also a cake sale

extravaganza at morning break which raised a staggering £230 in

20 minutes!

On the Friday, Year 9 students helped to organise a Penalty

Shoot Out in the Sports Hall with a ‘Beat the Teacher’

competition and lots of fundraising ‘lunchtime fayre’ stalls.

Donations also came in from parents and other community

members and at the end of the two days a massive £1675.64 had

been raised.

Speaking at the end of the two days, International Coordinator

at saltash.net, Vicky Higgs, said, “I am extremely proud of the

way in which staff and students have pulled together to support

this worthwhile cause. The students have shown great

compassion to the people of the Philippines and they should be

very proud of the large amounts of money that they have

managed to raise in such a short period of time.” 
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CCooddffaatthheerrss 
YYoouurr llooccaall ffiisshh && cchhiipp sshhoopp && ccaaffee 

OOPPEENN FFRROOMM 1100aamm 
EEAACCHH WWEEEEKKDDAAYY AANNDD SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  

TTaakkeeaawwaayy –– RReessttaauurraanntt -- CCaaffee 
AAiirr ccoonnddiittiioonneedd rreessttaauurraanntt && ccaaffee aarreeaa                           

TTaakkeeaawwaayy aanndd eeaatt iinn mmeennuu’’ss aavvaaiillaabbllee 
TTeelleepphhoonnee oorrddeerrss wweellccoommeedd 

BBoottttoomm ooff FFoorree SSttrreeeett,, SSaallttaasshh 0011775522 884444000000 
 

PROFESSIONAL HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICES
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Saltash 846269
Saltash 249318

Mob: 07411 589 903

CORNWALL EASY CASH
ll We Buy ll We Sell

ll With Buy Back Option
TV’s DVD’s Laptops Consoles

Mobile Phones/Unlocking & Repairs
And Much More!!!

01752 843278
79 Fore Street Saltash£

We BuyGOLD
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Your local family
run registered Ltd

Company
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NO OBLIGATION - FREE QUOTATIONS
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� Car Sales
� Courtesy Cars & Vans 
� Diagnostics Using
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T: 01752 849449
E: dbautosltd@yahoo.co.uk   www.dalebrettautos.co.uk  
DB Autos 8 Gilston Road Saltash Cornwall PL12 6TW

� Cambelt Replacement Specialists
� Laser 4 Wheel Alignment  
� Brakes & Exhausts 
� MOT’s & Tyres
� Clutches
� Welding
� Van Hire
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The
Mortgage
Specialist

The Computer Man 
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Andrew Watts 07751154759
or 01752 513462

No call
out fee! 
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Over 25 years experience (No VAT)
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Gift Vouchers Available
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R & S NUTER & S NUTE (South-West)(South-West) LTDLTD
 48 Callington Rd, Saltash

- - BUILDERS & DECORATORSBUILDERS & DECORATORS - -
(Extensions - Garages – All Roofwork – Patios –Gardens –Renovations)

GENERAL HOUSE REPAIRSGENERAL HOUSE REPAIRS
CARPENTRY & JOINERYCARPENTRY & JOINERY
Tel: 01752 846960 or 01752 310485 ��	���
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A
s a teenager, I

remember walking

through Saltash Fore

Street and seeing the fantastic

variety of shops. Back then

you could find a shop that met

almost all your needs and little

need to cross the Tamar to

Plymouth.

I also remember travelling

by train to the Cinema in St

Budeaux and using the Station

Building which was in a much

better state of repair than it is

today. It is really

disappointing to see the state

of disrepair into which the

building has fallen.

This is why I was so

pleased to meet with Darren

Bennetts recently and learn

about his plans for the

redevelopment of the Station

Building. I hope that all of my

constituents in Saltash and the

surrounding area will join me

in welcoming local man

Darren’s bid to create a

positive welcome for people

who visit Cornwall by train. 

I also hope that a new

visual image of Saltash

Station will encourage people

to take a break in their journey

to see what is currently on

offer from the businesses in

Saltash town centre. I really

hope that visitors and locals

can enjoy the fantastic Saltash

Town centre that I remember

from my teenage years.

I also had a follow up

meeting in Westminster with

the Commercial Estates

Group to receive an update on

their Community Engagement

Events in Saltash concerning

their plans for a major

development at Broadmoor

Farm.

Some of the things that I

was able to impress on CEG

was the need to ensure that

any community facilities they

intend to introduce as part of

the Development should take

account of attracting visitors

to Saltash Town Centre and

provide locals with facilities

that are not already available.

Some things that spring to

mind are a Cinema and

Bowling Alley. The provision

of facilities such as this would

benefit the wider surrounding

area as well as the people of

Saltash. I was also able to

emphasise the need for road

improvements on the A38 and

I sincerely hope that final

plans will be forward looking.

Saltash already has so much to

offer but there is far more that

can be done. I am fully behind

any plans that will bring real

benefits to this fantastic town.

It is also essential to

remember that whilst we are

all proud of our Cornish

heritage, we rely on the City

on the other side of the Tamar

for many jobs and Department

Stores.  This does not however

mean that we should be

isolationist and cannot attract

something in return from our

closeness to Plymouth. There

is real potential to attract trade

and visitors from the City for

the benefit of places like

Saltash and the wider area. 

I really believe that there is

a lot to gain for the Saltash

economy from our larger city

neighbour across the River

Tamar.

What better time to start

than during the Christmas

Period. I hope all the

businesses in Saltash and the

surrounding area enjoy a very

prosperous Christmas period. I

would also like to wish all of

my Constituents a very Merry

Christmas and Happy, Healthy

and Prosperous New Year.

ShEryll

Murray

MP

writES…

Computer Services 
& Repairs
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�� No Call out Fee
�� Fully Qualified

& Friendly
Computer Engineer

�� No Diagnosis Fee
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 TAX ADVICE, BOOK-KEEPING &
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS

TO HELP YOU BUILD AND CONTROL YOUR
BUSINESS
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Observer Telephone

Numbers

07971484872 or

01579 345699

Essa Files

T
his month I was enjoying a hotel stay in London that I wasn’t

paying for (neither, I hasten to add, were you!) and I was

upgraded into a mini-suite that had almost as many rooms as

my house, and a shower containing more technology than Neil

Armstrong took to the moon.

In particular it included

three separate shower heads,

one of which turned out to

squirt you in the face if you

pressed the wrong button

which really helped to wake

me up. However, contrary to

what you might expect, this

upgrade (along with the

customary three course hotel

breakfast) did not put me in a

good mood. Why, simply

because I didn’t get the usual

free packet of biscuits with

the tea and coffee in my

room.

This suggests two things,

Firstly that I should have

read my own August column

about the importance of

keeping things in

perspective. 

Secondly that, in common

with many Brits, I am

rubbish at complaining – I

could have just asked for my

biscuits at the hotel desk and

they’d probably have been

both apologetic and glad to

be able to sort it, but that

would have been awkward

and frankly, well unbritish. 

It’s not that we can’t moan

– I moaned about it on

facebook, I moaned about it

to my Mum, and effectively

I’m moaning about it to a

large chunk of Saltash right

now. In fact as a nation we’re

very good at moaning about

the weather, the people in

charge and much else

besides. What we’re not so

good at is taking the obvious

action to actually do

something about it.

My resolution this month

is therefore to pick

something that bothers me,

and make an attempt to

improve the situation. In fact

I am achieving this right now

by writing an article about

people moaning and not

doing something about it. 

If any of you would like to

do the same then the best of

luck to you – do something

about what bothers you by

speaking to the person in

charge, or going to a council

meeting to ask about it, or

even sorting it out directly

yourself. After all taking

action to help sort out those

petty annoyances is actually

far more fulfilling than

sitting in your suite being

quietly bothered by the lack

of biscuits!

Editor… ‘I totally agree with

you Adam’!
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Conundrum answers…
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R & A Carpets…the best in Luxury Carpets & Beds,
Without the Luxury Price Tag
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Tel 01752 845994 ��

Visit us at our showroom 13/15 Keast Mews Saltash (Opposite Co-op Car park)
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INC MOT & SERVICE
REMINDER FOR NEXT
MOT & FUTURE
SERVICING
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We would like to wish all our
loyal Supporters this year

A Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year 

They are not, however,

disinterested in Politics. Just, I

suggest, Politicians, who

during our talk described them

as “liars”, “greedy”,

“manipulative” and “in it for

themselves”. 

So it was against that public

perception that I started the

discussion. What did surprise

me is that against national

trends Saltash pupils were

prepared to consider voting.

Using my Voter-a-meter 3000

( okay, I made that name up, it

was in fact a large wooden

box spilt in two with a Perspex

side), I asked them to place a

plastic ball in either the Yes or

No side of the box to say if

they could, would they vote, if

there was an election

tomorrow? 

The result was about 50%

said they would, which I have

to say is very encouraging

given national statistics which

suggests it is much less with

the younger generation.

What’s more, when we

discussed issues such as

voting age, MP’s salaries and

student fees, they very much

had a view and were keen to

express it. 

Why is this so important?

Well because we now have a

fixed term Parliament, so if

they don’t vote in May 2015,

they will not be able to vote

again nationally until 2020

and!  Statistically missing the

first time to vote can also

mean they are less likely to

vote at all in later life. For a

democrat like me that is very

worrying that we might stop

hearing the collective voice of

first time voters

Well after an hour of the

discussion which included

some well informed and tough

questions, I came away from

the session really impressed

with the level of knowledge

and understanding young

people had. I am certain this is

helped by the positive ethos of

the school, which encourages

young people to think about

their community and what

they want the future to be. 

Personally I always enjoy

listening and learning from

people, so I had a great time.

You would need to ask your

own child for their experience

of the day. The good thing is

I’m sure they will have one!

Phil Hutty 

Lib Dem Parliamentary

Candidate for South East

Cornwall

The Trouble with Kids

R
ecently I ventured into Saltash Community College.net

to talk to sixth formers about Politics. Now as you know

all teenagers are completely disinterested in anything

other than computer games and music. Well at least, that’s what

the media will have you think, and certainly, it might be true,

that they might spend a fair proportion of their spare time

plugged into their iPods and glued to their computer screens. 

Conundrum Answers: 1

Elves2 Epiphany3 Pig4

Dickens5 Stephen6

Reindeer7 Hogmanay8

Six9 HamleysNine-letter

word : Shepherds

Saltash School Pack Presents for
Less Fortunate Families

Labelled as suitable for boy,

girl or family, these would soon

be sent by Rotary to deprived

families in Eastern Europe

together with seasonal

greetings and pictures from the

St, Stephens children.  They

and their families and friends

helped to gather suitable toys,

clothes and practical gifts to

improve the quality of life for

the recipients.

The children were thrilled to

be told that the film taken of

them filling the boxes by Brian

Stoyel might feature, in a

specially recorded Christmas

‘Children’s Song’ aimed to

raise funds for similar Rotary

projects.  The ‘Children’s

Song’ aimed to hit the

Christmas top forty, will be

downloaded for 79 pence, 34

pence of which will go to

Rotary’s International Aid.   St.

Stephens children, all of them

internet-wise, had reason to

hope that they might appear on

the hit song’s video, with other

children from throughout the

world busy helping others to

enjoy Christmas.

Rotary take on XFactor in the

race for Christmas Hit

Please tell all of your friends to

download the song by

following the link below. Go to

to download and help us to

make the Rotary “Christmas

Time (Children Sing)” song

Christmas No 1

C
hildren at St. Stephens School were busy, with Christmas

approaching, helping to ensure a happier Christmas for

families less fortunate than their own. Saltash Rotary past

President Brian Stoyel, with Rotarian and Observer Editor, 

Mary Crawford helped a team of school councillors and other

willing volunteers from years one to six prepare, pack and

decorate shoe boxes. 

introducing 80p per month

whether or not tag holders

cross the bridge does, to me,

seem like a form of blackmail.         

Kind regards Rodger Skinner

Ref: article in the Nov.

edition of The Observer.

As a regular bridge user for

more than forty years, I would

just like to say that I totally

agree with the article

regarding the Tamar Bridge

charges. A satisfactory

conclusion to this on-going

debate is long overdue.

P Simpson Saltash

CAB Aim to Stay in Saltash

A
s far as the Citizens’ Advice Bureau is concerned a presence in Saltash is vital. Following

concerns that they might be forced to leave the town and their premises be sold off by Cornwall

Council, who are reluctant to pay the £15,000 to £20,000 per year to run it, the CAB had been

asked to consider alternatives.  It had been feared that Saltash might lose its CAB despite it being the

second busiest bureau in Cornwall with a constant demand for appointments and high numbers

attending presenting a variety of financial and other problems, many desperate.

Meanwhile government

cuts had reduced the legal fees

grant to the CAB causing a

reduction of ‘face to face’

appointments to half a day on

Fridays, though staff are

available on other days. The

CAB would have liked to take

over the building if the right

financial package could be put

together, failing which they

were asked to look at

alternative venues. They

included the Guildhall,

Library and Maurice Huggins

Room but none offer the

accommodation and privacy

required.

The Mayor and Deputy

Mayor, Councillors David

Yates and Jean Dent, with

Town Clerk Ray Lane met

with Neil Calhoun of the CAB

who confirmed that if

necessary administration

would move to Liskeard but it

was considered vital that face

to face appointments in

Saltash would continue.

They understood however

that Cornwall Council still

wishes to sell the building in

Belle Vue Road and the CAB

would be asked to vacate it in

early spring of 2014.

Saltash Town Council has

had it confirmed that

Cornwall Council  is carrying

out a survey and valuation of

the building.  If a decision to

sell was made the Town

Council could register it as a

“Community Asset” and seek

to retain it.  Other alternatives

might include using other

premises in the town if they

could be located, or “piggy

backing” by sharing the use of

other premises.

The CAB will provide the

Town Council with full

figures showing their Saltash

workload to confirm what

would be involved.  This

would also remove the

obstruction on the Town

Council continuing to help

fund the CAB.
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Michael Beer           

Tel: 01752 848 858 

Letter to the Editor

Contentious

tolls across the

Tamar! (Nov 13)

Ways of increasing revenue

rather than targeting local tag

holders only.

A: Bring in a charge for motor

cycles as they use the main

carriageway across the bridge.

B: Provide the long promised

cafe in the car park on the

Plymouth side which will

bring in additional revenue

and provide travellers with a

glorious view of the two

bridges and river.

C: Introduce long stay charges

(say after two hours) to

present free car parks in

Saltash.

The present idea of
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Chamber Needs Business Support

to be an Active Force

T
he need for local businesses to work together as

government cuts continue to affect public spending, is as

great as ever, Saltash Chamber of Commerce and Industry

believes.  At its annual general meeting there was discussion of a

proposed joint South East Cornwall Chamber of Commerce, with

the five local towns retaining their own chamber’s identities while

federating to ensure that this corner of the county pushes for its

share of funding from a distant county authority in Truro.

Chairman William Cotton promised more updates on this during

the coming year.

A busy year in office has seen him and fellow committee

members attending presentations on proposed developments at

Broadmoor and Tamar Village,

Saltmill and making the views

of business people known on

each. He had attended town

council and local regeneration

group meetings and spoken out

at them on issues of concern to

local business.

The Chamber generally

supported the free weekend

parking scheme though

expressing concern as to its

abuse by those using it for

commuting or shopping trips to

Plymouth. Mr Cotton had

carried out a survey of weekend

parking for the STIG town

improvement group.

The Chamber could only

fully function as a

representative body for local

businesses and trades people if

it received full support from

those with businesses in the

town.  More active members

were needed to attend meetings.

The evening meeting times had

been fixed for earlier and

breakfast meetings had been

organised in the hope that these

might  better suit members and

prospective members but it was

still a hard core of regular

attendees on whom the work of

representing local businesses

fell.

Mr. Cotton was unanimously

re-elected Chairman with Mr.

Peter Ryland as Vice-Chairman

and Mr. Peter Dickerson as

Secretary and Treasurer.

While Fore Street still

presents a lively picture with

relatively few empty shops

compared with other local

towns, members agreed that

more active members needed to

work with the Chamber in order

to ensure that shops remained

occupied and that the local

economy could flourish in

nationally difficult times for

small shops and businesses.

Heritage Hold the Shield After Closely
Contested Quiz

In which war did the term ‘Fifth Column’ emanate?  What does ‘Farci’  mean in culinary circles? And

whose deadly foe was Von Stalheim?   These were among the ten rounds of questions in a variety of

categories put to the sixteen teams who entered this year’s Town Quiz.

Once again question master John White posed the questions and Saltash Scouts were kept busy

collecting answer sheets, the

profits from the evening being for

the scouts.

After a close run final the

winners were Saltash Heritage

Ancients, the team which included

Observer reporter Martin Lister

and which proudly accepted the

winners’ shield from Mayor David

Yates. One point behind in joint

second place were Little Grey

Cells and Beer Hunters, and one

point again behind and third were

Saltash Heritage Moderns.

And the answers to those three

questions are Spanish Civil War,

stuffed, and Biggles.
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Introducing the Breeze card...

Ask about  Breeze Membership Options or Pay and Play for further details. Contact us during opening hours.
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New for 2014 SH'BAM! The new workout dance sensation from Les Mills
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New for 2014 SH'BAM! The new workout dance sensation from Les Mills

A
djustable high-low

beds will add to

patient comfort and

staff convenience at St.

Barnabas Community

Hospital thanks to the

hospital’s League of Friends.

Celebrating their fiftieth

anniversary this year with a

number of high profile events

the League of Friends has,

over half a century raised over

half a million pounds to

provide medical equipment

and patient comfort not

available on the NHS budget.

The easy access beds,

together with new bladeless

fans for air conditioning were

presented to Sister Sue Lloyd

at the hospital by Dr. Colin

Randall and Mrs Joyce

Mepsted, president and

chairman of the League of

Friends, with other members

Hi-Tech Beds Provided by Friends of Hospital

who took the opportunity to

see the electrically controlled

bed in action.

The friends, who recently

raised around £200 at the

anniversary barn dance, are

now fund raising for a vein

monitor, to help nurses

carrying out blood tests

especially in the home, and

new curtains tracks to provide

privacy for beds on the wards.

Tell your friends & family to visit us at…

www.saltash-observer.co.uk
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and all enquires...book early to avoid disappointment!

-- Bookings advisable --


