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Cornwall and Plymouth Vote to Increase Tamar Tolls

to £1.50 for TAG holders and £3 for drivers paying in cash. The vote in Cornwall was won by just two votes. It came at the end of a heated

Cornwall and Plymouth City Councils have voted in favour of applying for a 15% increase in the Tamar tolls, which will see charges rise

debate with pleas from councillors across the political spectrum for the increase to be denied. Councillors highlighted the ongoing financial
burden on SE Cornwall residents, where tag holders are already paying around £3.5

é‘ . RPB Vechicle
@ Solutions LTD

est 1979

Best Prices Paid For Unwanted Vehicles

Family Owned & Run Business
Over 40 Years Experience

Fully Licensed ELV & ATF Site
Direct Tel 01752 252627 ¢/

www.rpbvehiclesolutions.co.uk

Based at Cattedown Wharvesf
Plymouth Devon PL40 RW

€S

million per year in tolls.

With 33 in favour and 12
against, the Plymouth City
Council vote means that an
application can be made to the
Secretary of State for Transport
for the increase. Against the
political backdrop of the peti-
tion launched by SE Cornwall
MP Sheryll Murray asking the
government not to support the
increase, however, Cornwall
Council’s Portfolio Holder for
Transport Cllr. William-Pears
amended the motion to include
a delay of 55 days before sub-
mitting the application to give
MPs time to make approaches
to government for financial
support.

Tamar Tolls Action Group’s

ROPER JAMES

W @RoperJames www.roperjames .co.uk

-F @roperjamessolicitors

Take advantage!of a Free initial meeting:
Come and talk'to the friendly team at RoperJames
Solicitors aboutyourWills and Powers of Atiorney,

Whether youlare buying or selling| property; contact our
expert team at;Roper James to guide you!
We are able to offer; Free initial telephone advice and meetings in our Saltash office

Have you suffered an accident at work, work induced hearing less, asbestos
exposure or a road traffic accident then contact our specialist

Personal Injury Team

to ensure you claim the compensationiyou may. rightly' deserve

“Are you having relationship difficulties then...”

seek expert advice

from the experienced team at Roper James who can support

Scott  Slavin commented:
“Whilst it remains disappoint-
ing, Cornwall’s 38-36 vote is a
significant step change in our
favour, and in popular opinion.
We take heart from this as it

means our campaign is gather-
ing momentum, with the public
and local politicians alike final-
ly beginning to recognise that
change is not only necessary, it
is inevitable.”

W/
WATERWAYS

DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

Tel: 01752 656 161

Email: info@waterwaysdrainage.co.uk

www.waterwaysdrainage.co.uk

SELL YOUR CAR
HASSLE-FREE!

Mo fees, instant payment.
We beat hig car buyers
99% of the time.

Cr

CONTACT TROJAN
MOTOR CO, NOW!

01752 8535711

Wi trojanmatorcompany. oo uk

,@.

iE: 07453 301 363
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Laptop/PC
Sales &

TECH'F'X Repairs

WE RE~AIR

GOt a Tech Problem

We can fix it — Laptops - Phones & more
Phones % Chargers % Accessories
Visit: www.tech-fix.uk E: help@tech-fix.uk
Tel: 01752 946411 M:07878 591818
4 Keast Mews Saltash PL12 6AR

christians
against

Charity Registered No:
1097217 (England & Wales)

poverty

A

Lifting the
welght of debt

Free debt advice and personal
support in Saltash

0800 328 0006

capdebthelp.org

you every step of the way

Guiding you through the Legal Process

Call 01752 546448
To Book your FREE initial Consultation
www.roperjames.co.uk
enquiries@roperjames.co.uk

Ei

Personal
Injury

Wills &
Inheritance

Buying &
Selling Property

Contact us for a FREE initial consultation
Roper James — here when you need us most ...

DIY PY'L' Centre
Mon-Fri Sam-3pm
SURVEY & FITTING SERYICE AVAILABLE
01752 841234
Ninpsmill Bd, Tamar View Ind, Est, SALTASH
i A-Ratd Windows-Doors Conseny ores

Glas Replacemsnt /| PVC Flooring
Shower and ceillme Panels
Guttering =
Factas, Cladding
Sealants-Trims
Hangdles-

Locks
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daltash Scrapstore & Too

Our mission is to minimise the amount that
goes to landfill we provide an outlet for our
supporters to
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Re-purpose
Discarded materials.

Local people and businesses generously
donate all our stock to us.

Donations & Sales
Bring your unwanted STUFF along to us!
We will make sure it is put to good use by recycling it.
Art * Sewing * Craft * Household
No clothes, shoes books (apart from craft books)
We will take anything that someone can use
or reuse and try and find the best home for it!

Do You...Need Art & Craft Supplies?
...Have a Household Project to tackle?
...Have Youngsters to Amuse?

Craft Kits - Card Making — Pine Cones
Tapestry Wool — Knitting Wools
Dressmaking and so much more
Partyware & Gifts Galore
Why not drop by and see how we can help you?
...And, of course, our ‘members only’ scrap shelves

FULL of a great selection of items
to fill your £3.00/£6.00 bag.

Not a member yet? Come By & Join
£6 Annual Fee & Save 10% all on purchases.

In Tow

Scrapstore Too
We have a variety of Electrical & DIY -
items for sale - see our vast range on display
We have a regular and changing supply of
Electrical items donated
All items are tested for electrical safety.

When donating electrical items please be

aware that we can only accept items that are
working and in good clean condition.

Items that are not clean are a health hazard
to our staff and volunteers

Volunteers Required!!
A variety of roles to suit everyone.
No experience required.
Please Join us if you have a few hours to spare
SEE YOU SOON!
Please call in or
Contact the Scrapstore & Too
66 & 89 Fore Street Saltash or
Visit our Facebook Page Saltash Scrapstore

Recyeling For oup future
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Town Messenger

Working for the People of Saltash

Education Department
Telephone: 0300 1234 101
Email:
schooladmissions@cornwall.gov.uk

Education Welfare:
Telephone: 0300 1234 101
educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk

Housing Department
Telephone: 0300 1234 161
Email: info@cornwallhousing.org.uk
Social Services Department

Telephone: 0300 1234 101
Email:
children@cornwall.gov.uk

Social Services Department
Telephone: 0300 1234 131
adultcare@cornwall.gov.uk

Highways Department
Telephone: 0300 1234 222
Email:
customerrelations@cormacllimited
.00.uk

Transport Department
(Schools Transport)
Telephone: 0300 1234 101
(Bus Pass) Telephone: 0300
1234 222

Email:
schooltransport@cornwall.gov.uk

Roads, Transport and Parking
Telephone: 0300 1234 222
Email:
roadstransportandparking@cornwall
.gov.uk

Waste Department
Telephone: 0300 1234 141
Email: via contact form on website
only.

Cormac Solutions
Telephone: 01872 323 313
Email:
customerrelations@cormacltd.co.uk
Fly Tipping:

Telephone: 0300 1234 141
Email:
refuseandrecycling@cornwall.gov.uk

Town Messenger
news is supplied
by the Town
Council

Cornwall
Councillors/
Wards

Saltash Essa ED
Clir Hilary Frank
clir.hilary.frank@
cornwall.gov.uk

Saltash Tamar ED

Clir Sheila Lennox-Boyd
clir.sheila.lennox-boyd@
cormwall.gov.uk

Saltash Trematon
& Landrake ED
Clir Martin Worth
clir.martin.worth@
comwall.gov.uk

Cornwall Councillors
Cover such services as:
Housing — Education
Social Services
Highways

Waste & Recycling
Tamar Bridge

From the
Mayor of
Saltash

s spring begins to
come along our
Service Delivery

team will be out and about
ensuring the Town
Council’s managed areas
are looking good and are
well maintained. You may
have seen recent pictures of
works undertaken at Silver
Street, Huntley Gardens
and large areas of Pillmere.
You can keep up to date
with the team and other
Town Council news, as
well as valuable
community information by
following our Facebook
page.

Sarah and I have been out
and about a fair amount over
the last month meeting more

amazing people. It was a
pleasure to both open the
festival and attend the gala
concert evening for the Music,
Speech and Drama Festival
held over two weeks and
hosted at the Saltash Wesley
Church. Congratulations to
Phil Taylor and all his
dedicated team in running
another successful festival.
Once again, the Town Council
supported this event with
funding from our Community
Chest Fund. If you are
involved with any voluntary
group in the town, please look
into it, we may just be able to
help you get a new project off
the ground.

I have a couple of dates for
your diary. Firstly, Saltash

Comedy, masterminded by
Saltash  resident  David
Chapple, are running a

Comedy Night at Isambard
House on Sunday 17" March.
Profit from this show will go to
the Mayor’s Charities, and I
am very grateful for their

Meet Your

Councillor

Clir. Julia Peggs
Deputy Mayor
Tamar Ward

Well another Council year
is coming to an end, I
can’t believe it’s gone so
quickly!  As Deputy Mayor
for the last two years, I've
worked closely with the Mayor
on such a lot of projects.

Trying to get funding is
such a long process, but we
have been successful in getting
funding for ideas for
redevelopment of Saltash
Waterside, and connectivity
from Fore St to Saltash
Waterside. Also an application
to encourage more people to
shop in Fore St with food
markets, greening planters,
generally making it a more
attractive place to visit.

Beryl bikes will be here
soon, I might have to have a
go, but never having ridden a
bike I’ll put the warning signs
out before I attempt it!!!

We are waiting for the
formal contract from Cornwall
Council to obtain the lease for
Victoria gardens. I’d like to
thank the few hardy Volunteers
who have turned up with me
every Saturday morning, rain
or shine through the winter, to
litter pick and generally keep
the gardens tidy. I look forward
to seeing the volunteers return
with better weather. If you
would like to volunteer please
contact:
j-peggs@saltash.gov.uk . We
would be delighted to see you,
no matter how great or small
your contribution. The Queen
Elizabeth rose garden is almost
complete and will be officially
unveiled when it looks a bit
greener( and not just a few
sticks in the ground) on May
Fair Day (4th ) I’d also like to
thank Saltash Rotary club for
their donation of some much

needed tools and Hi-Viz vests.

D-day 80 will soon be upon
us, 6th June, and whilst
Saltash itself didn’t play a
huge part, we did have many
service personnel who lived in
camps in Saltash go across the
river to what’s known now as
Normandy way. 36,000 troops
walked down that hill for what
was to be the largest Naval,
Air and Land operation in
history. We will be lighting the
beacon on Saltash Waterside
along with the rest of the
country and the
commonwealth. We would
like residents and traders to
light lanterns and lights as a
“Light of Peace”

If youre a knitter,
crocheter, sewer please make
some poppies to decorate Fore
St and Victoria Gardens,
especially if you’re very
creative, for the top of the post
boxes or hanging baskets. The
final details will be announced
soon, but please get knitting!

We are so lucky to have
such an amazing community
spirit in our town and I feel
very privileged to have met
and worked alongside some
amazing people who work so
hard for our residents on a
voluntary basis, for the young
and elderly, those struggling
and in need.

I have had such a busy and
exciting year with too much to
put in this article. However
please continue to stop and
have a chat, (my husband says
it takes hours to go shopping
now!).

support. If you like comedy,
search for Saltash Comedy on
Facebook where you will find
more information.

News from Saltash Town Council
Konsel an dre Essa

On Saturday the 30" March
the Town Council are running
a Trial Transport Day, where
different transport types will be
available in and around Saltash
Waterside, this includes ferry
services on the river. There will
also be minibuses stretching
further across Saltash, please
make use of these too. The
project is funded through the
Community Levelling Up fund
and we hope it will lead to
some permanent solutions.
Please come and take part, all
the transport will be free,
although we would like your
opinion on preferred options
that may be developed further.
Please see elsewhere in the
Observer and on social media

for details of routes and things
to do on the day.

Elsewhere, in the Guildhall,
we are putting the finishing
touches on our first Business
Plan. This might sound a bit
strange for a council, but like
all organisations, large and
small, we need to plan our
work and projects, ensuring
they are efficiently resourced,
achievable and match what the
town wants. One of the main
principles is to engage with the
community and make
adjustments as we deliver the
plan. Don’t worry, it won’t
mean big changes, but should
mean that we do the things we
do now, better.

Our  annual

call  for

Your Town Council & Wards

Saltash Essa:

1. ClIr Richard Bickford
r.bickford@
saltash.gov.uk

2. ClIr Rachel Bullock
r.bullock@
saltash.gov.uk

3. Clir John Brady
j-brady@
saltash.gov.uk

4. Clir Matt Griffiths
m.griffiths@
saltash.gov.uk

5. ClIr Jon Foster
jon.foster@
saltash.gov.uk

6. ClIr Sheila Lennox-Boyd

s.lennox-boyd@
saltash.gov.uk

Saltash Tamar:

1. CliIr Lisa Mortimore
|.mortimore@
saltash.gov.uk

2. ClIr Sarah Gillies
s.gilies@
saltash.gov.uk

3. ClIir Sarah Martin
s.martin@
saltash.gov.uk

4. CliIr Julia Peggs
j-peggs@
saltash.gov.uk

5. ClIr Pete Samuels
p.samuels@
saltash.gov.uk

6. ClIr Jean Dent
J.dent@
saltash.gov.uk

Saltash Trematon:

1. Clir Steve Miller
s.miller@
saltash.gov.uk

2. Clir Brenda Samuels
b.samuels@
saltash.gov.uk

3. ClIr Brian Stoyel
b.stoyel@
saltash.gov.uk

4. ClIr Yates
d.yates@
saltash.gov.uk

nominations for the Civic
Awards is now out, with
nominations closing on the
25th March. If you know an
outstanding volunteer, please
have a look there may be a
category for you to nominate
them in. Please see elsewhere
in this paper for details, or visit
the Town Council’s website or
Facebook page.

I’ll be back with a roundup
of the last 12 months in the
next edition, until then I hope
you all have a lovely Easter,
and if you see Sarah or me
around the town come and say
hello.

Councillor Richard Bickford
Mayor of Saltash 2022-2024

Mayor:
ClIr Richard Bickford

Deputy Mayor.
CliIr Julia Peggs

Town Clerk:

Sinead Burrows

T: 844846

E: enquiries@saltash.gov.uk

Councillors’Telephone
Numbers can be obtained
at The Guildhall.

Saltash Town Council, The Guildhall 12 Lower Fore Street
Saltash PL12 6JX Tel: 01752 844846

E: enquiries@saltash.gov.uk W: www.saltash.gov.uk
Facebook: SaltashTownCouncilOfficial

Twitter: SaltashTC

Town Clock
Ticking Again!

altash Town Council is pleased
Sto announce that the town’s

Jubilee clock is now working
and telling the time to everyone who
visits Fore Street. The clock was
installed to celebrate the Golden
Jubilee of the Late Queen Elizabeth
11'in 2002. It will light up at midnight
and midday for one minute and will
be continuously lit between 4pm —
11pm each day. The Town Council
have signed up to a service level
agreement to ensure the ongoing
maintenance of the important town
asset.

Saltash Public
Conveniences

Saltash  Town Council have
approved to sub-contract the
cleaning, opening and closing of the
town’s public conveniences on a
three-monthly rolling contract.

The use of the contractor will
enable the existing Service Delivery
Team to focus their attention to other
duties, an example being grounds
maintenance for areas that are the
responsibility of the Town Council,
including Churchtown and St
Stephens cemetery and land at
Pillmere Estate.

Longstone Park public
conveniences will remain closed
during the winter period as a result of
vandalism to the site. All other
facilities will be open 8.30am —
5.00pm during the winter period and
8.30am — 7.00pm during the summer
period.
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Fore Street, Saltash

Find out why people choose Archway and
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Increase Grant Funding for Town Events

altash Town Council
Srecognises that costs

involved in running
public events have increased
significantly in recent years,
and that they are a valued
part of Saltash life. At the
Full Town Council meeting
held on Ist February 2024
the Town Council agreed to
increase the Festival Fund
limit to £2,500 per day up to
a maximum of two days per
event.

Mayor of Saltash,
Councillor Richard Bickford
welcomed the unanimous
decision, saying “I am pleased
that we are able to extend our
support for large, free events in
our town. I believe this shows
considerable commitment and
we hope that this helps to put
them on a more secure
financial footing”.
He further adds, “T would like
to pay tribute to these events,
which are predominantly run
by a small core of dedicated

e HISPANIA =

TASTY, BY MAVI
Wednesday’s - Enjoy Spanish
Conversation - Beef Stew & more
Tuesday’s - 9.30am - 10.30am
Flamenco Lessons —call us for details!

Function Rooms for Private Parties
Delicious Special Menus &
Executive Menu for Special Events
Or Just Hire the Room
Malaga RoOOmM - Seating up to 14 persons

Seating up to 8 Persons

Available for Private Parties
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations
Friends & Family Gatherings
Business Meetings — Interviews - Conferences
Training Days - Exhibitions & Taster Days
Casual Gatherings with Friends

Open Tues — Sat 11.30am till Late
Sunday & Monday Closed

E: Hispaniatastybymavi@gmail.com
or Tel: 01752 214356
Follow us on: Facebook -X - Instagram

3 Old Ferry Rd Saltash PL12 4EH

NEW HOME

GUIDE PRICE OF

ST.STEPHENS, SALTASH, CORNWALL

A stunning detached new build of individual
design, situated in the highly popular St.
Stephens area of Saltash, Cornwall. This
executive home has been thoughtfully built
with an open-plan layout creating a light, airy
and welcoming home, perfect for a family!

CALL TO ARRANGE A
VIEWING TODAY

£550,000

There are an abundance of features that
include; four brilliantly sized bedrooms, en-
suite shower room, walk-in-wardrobe,
spacious living room with bay window,
fantastic utility room, downstairs WC,
generously sized modern family bathroom,
enclosed rear garden with patio & lawn, off
road parking for multiple vehicles, plus
electric charging point, solar panels & more!!

The property is also within walking distance
to local schools, Saltash train station & town
centre! This home is like no other, finished to
an exceptional standard and is a truly unique
opportunity, not to be missed!

volunteers. I know they would
value more help, so if you
have some time to offer, please
do get in touch.”

Karen Lilley, Chair of
Saltash Regatta reacted to the
announcement “The Saltash
Regatta  committee  are
delighted to  hear the
announcement that Saltash
Town Council has increased
the amount allocated within
the new budget to support
applications  for  Saltash
events.

With the prices increasing
every year, it is becoming
increasing difficult to raise the
funds needed to keep the
events going. This increase
will make a huge difference to
help with the financial
pressure of running events,
like the Saltash Regatta. We
have always had great support
from Saltash Town Council
and feel very grateful that they
have made this change.”

Hilary Frank, Committee

Member of the Saltash
Christmas ~ Festival  was
delighted and said

“Organising the Saltash May
Fair and Christmas Festival is
a logistical challenge, but the
biggest headache for us as
volunteers is getting finance
for the events.

We try to keep expenditure
down but each event still costs
about £8,000 per day to
deliver. Saltash Town Council
has been hugely supportive in
the past, allowing us to bid for
a maximum of £1,500 per day.
I am thrilled and relieved that
the Town Council has
recognised not just the
spiralling costs but also the
value of the festivals and the
efforts of the volunteers by
increasing the maximum we
can bid for to £2,500 per day.
This enhanced collaboration

A FOR SALE

07429659268

BRYONY.HINE@EXP.UK.COM

WWW.BRYONYHINE.EXP.UK.COM

goes a long way to helping
ensure the success of the
events, and we are truly
grateful to the Town Council
for their support.”

The Town Council have
two funding opportunities
available, a Festivals Fund and
Community Chest Fund, and
in recent years the Festivals
Fund has supported many
popular events in the town,
such as Saltash Regatta, May
Fair, Christmas Festival and
the Tincombe Tea Party.

For further information on
grants awarded and available
funding please refer to the
following link
https://www.saltash.gov.uk/gr
ants.php or contact the Town
Council.

If anyone would be interested
in volunteering for either the
Saltash Regatta or Saltash
Christmas Festival please
contact the Guildhall on
01752 844846 or email
enquiries@saltash.gov.uk and
your details will be forwarded
to the volunteer committee.

Maximum
Increase for
Cornwall Council

ornwall Council’s
portion of the Council
Tax will rise by 4.99%

for the second year in a row.
This is the maximum increase
allowed by central government
without the need for a
referendum, and comes as the
Council struggles to make
massive savings. It includes 2%
for an Adult Social Care
Precept to provide the money
so desperately needed for adult
social care services.

Cornwall Council’s Deputy
Leader, Cllr. David Harris,
warned it was imperative that
Cornwall Council received
“fair and proper funding from
central government” or else it
would need to file a notice for
bankruptcy in a couple of years’
time.

Observer Tel Numbers
07971484872 or
01579 345699

E: maryecrawford@hotmail.com

THE BOOKSHELF

BOOKS | COFFEE | TEA | FOOD

Winter Warmers ...Join us for...
Delicious Homemade Soups
& Warm Light Lunches
Easter Weekend - 29th March - 1st April

Personalised Cream Tea Boxes
Available to order

96 Fore St Saltash Tel: 01752 845804

=== BRIDGING
=72 THE TAMAR

it
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Cotton’s Taxis

EST 53 YEARS

01752 348434

WWW.SALTASHTAXIS.COM

COTTONS 16 SEATER
MINI COACHES 01752841300

MOVING ON REMOVALS

PROFESSIONAL HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICES m"é

Packing/Storage  1i%# AF

Local & National Removals
Saltash 249318
Mobh: 07411 589 903

Cornwall s
Largest
Independent
Travel Agency

www.newellstravel.co.uk

London Weekend Break

22nd Nov 2024 - 3 Days/2 Nights  £359 pp - 4 Star Holiday Inn
Bristol & Bath Weekend

29th Nov 2024 - 3 Days/2 Nights  £259 pp - 4 Star Hotel Bristol

Both Trips Pick up in Saltash — Call us!
100 Fore Street, Saltash Tel: 01752 848370

saltash@newellstravel.co.uk :

Visitor & Learning Centre
at the Tamar Bridge PL5 1LP

. s B

FREE introductory gulded talks - Tues, Thurs & Sat OPEN DAILY 10AM - 4PM

Talks | Events | Exhibitions | Family Act|V|t|es

Visit www.bridgingthetamar.org.uk | @ bridgingthetdmar,01752 361{77 .

trade flooring supplies
T 01752 907760 T 01752 840700

CARPETS | VINYLS | LVT | LAMINATE
RUGS | UNDERLAY & ACCESSORIES

NirLuxe floorsiteuk

THE HOME O ELEGATNT FLOORS

LOVEFLOORING.UK

"LOVE THE FLOOQR YOU WALK ON"

01752 907879

Domestic &
Commercial
Installations

Measuring &
Estimating

Units 1A & 1B Burley Court
Pillmere Drive / Callington Road

Saltash PL12 6FH

Just off the Pillmere Roundabout
by the new pizza place
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Saltash Town Council

Working for
the people

of Saltash

To be able to continue to preserve and maintain services for the

community of Saltash it is necessary to increase your Council Tax

for 2024/2025 by 4.81%.
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This equates to £11.42 per year wnichisjust 22 pence per week

The larger portion of your Council Tax is set by Cornwall Council, Devon and Cornwall Police, and Adult Social Care. for a typical Band D property.

The Saltash Town Council portion of council tax is
used to support the community in many ways. Here
are just a few examples of how your Saltash portion of
council tax money has been reinvested in the
community during 2023-2024:

» £55,050 Commissioning of Professional Youth Work
« £25,000 Community Chest and Festival Funds

* £11,000 in support of Summerfields Play Park
e £4,000 for Saltash Youth Network

* Christmas Lighting Display

e Library Services

* The Guildhall Refurbishment

* Devolution of assets such as Victoria Gardens
e Street Furniture

* Public Conveniences

e Allotments

e Churchtown Cemetery

» St Stephens Churchyard

e Civic Events and Parades

e Tree Planting Initiatives

* Grounds Maintenance and Floral Displays

Funding Streams

The Town Council has been successful in securing various
funding during the year 2023-2024. Funds have been
received from Town Vitality (Working in partnership with
Town Team) and Community Levelling Up to be able to
start reinvesting into the community.

Business Plan

Saltash Town Council acknowledges the need for a
business plan to cover the years 2024-2027. Part of the
workings of the business plan is to understand the needs
of the town and capture the key strategic priorities.

Strategic Priorities

The Town Council recently considered and approved six
strategic priorities for the upcoming three years to ensure
Saltash becomes an envied riverside town, being greener,
more inclusive and prosperous in all aspects.

The six strategic priorities link to the Saltash
Neighbourhood Development Plan and outline how the
Town Council will continue to deliver quality services for
the residents as well as people who work within and visit
the town.

Boosting Jobs and

Economic Prosperity

To ensure Saltash benefits from
higher income, reduced poverty,
improved facilities and quality of life.
Promote Saltash as a vibrant and
welcoming visitor destination.

Health and Wellbeing

To support the Saltash Healthcare
Action Group in improving our local
NHS provision. Support improvement
to mental health, fithess facilities,
educational wellbeing of children and
opportunities to access a high level of
quality learning for young people.

Housing

To ensure Saltash has a balanced
range of high quality and affordable
housing by working in partnership
with Cornwall Council.

Travel and Transport

To work with key stakeholders to
support access to affordable,
accessible and sustainable transport in
Saltash and the rural and urban areas,
and promote walking and cycling.

Climate Emergency

To continue to acknowledge a climate
emergency and to bring forward a
local climate change strategy.

Recreation and Leisure

To continue to provide, support and
improve in Saltash, play parks, open
green spaces, library service, leisure
and sport facilities, and cultural
activity, and to acknowledge our
unique position on the Tamar and
Lynher Rivers.
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Sustainable Saltash

A regular column on changes Saltash residents
are making to confront climate
and ecological breakdown.

ave you received
your new bins?
According to

www.cornwall.gov.uk,
weekly food waste and
fortnightly rubbish
collection will help us
waste less and recycle
more. | wonder how much
anybody really expects this
to achieve apart from,
hopefully, a small reduction
in collection costs.

Isn’t waste reduction (or,
more problematically,
proliferation!) something that
happens further upstream?
Mightn’t this be another
example of Central
Government  refusing  to
promote more meaningful
shifts  towards long-term
sustainability by imposing
restrictions at the source?

I am merely speculating. As
I’ve mentioned in a previous
column, true sustainability
requires engagement in a far
more open and constructive
conversation regarding the
issues affecting our lives as a

result of climate collapse than
any of our politicians appear
inclined to acknowledge.
These will not be comfortable
or easy conversations; we have
things we need to discuss well
beyond how frequently we
may or may not have our bins
emptied. We will need to listen
as well as to talk, and spend as
much if not more time defining
our problems, rather than
jumping straight into arguing
how best to solve them.
Sounds scary? Or maybe
exciting? I expect to enjoy
coming together with fellow
residents of Saltash as a
concerned community a lot
more than I expect to enjoy
listening to any party-political
electioneering that might be
about to break out. Frankly, I
have arrived at a point where I
am pretty much disgusted with
the lot of them, and anxious
beyond measure that our
highly adversarial political
system is so poorly suited to
handling our current situation.
Fewer and fewer of the things
we care most about are
working properly. But simply

W

Get your garden ready this Spring! :

The Little Cornish s
Garden Co

Is taking New Bookings for 2024
Our female, friendly, reliable & hard working
team take care of all aspects of garden
maintenance so you can simply enjoy

your garden

Please contact Kate — 07922869201

L.W Gardening

& Home Cleaning

Gardening including. ..
Weeding - Grass Cutting
General Maintenance

All Types of Jobs Considered
TEL: Luke 07538207104

getting together for a decent
chat, remembering just how
much more we all have in
common than makes us
different? Yes. I believe that
might provide a much-needed
fresh start.

The coming together I am
referring to is an inaugural
Popular Assembly that will be
taking place right here in
Saltash, ‘empowering
everyday people to make
collective decisions about the
everyday issues that are most
affecting us’. I wish I could
tell you when and where it’s
scheduled to take place but
that won’t be decided until
after this column has gone to
press.

I’d also love to be able to
tell you a whole lot more about
what to expect, except that it
seems likely that will depend
on the particular interests of
whoever chooses to turn up.

It might qualify as kind of a
whacky invitation, but do
please come and join in with
an event that has yet to be
scheduled but could
potentially make a world of
difference.

Readers can find out at least
a little more by visiting
https://humanityproject.uk/.

Elizabeth Gay

This column is a conversation
starter for our whole
community. If you have
comments on the subject,
ideas of your own or
suggestions for future content,
please do get in touch at
sustainable.saltash
(@protonmail.com

Voice of Saltash
Patients

hocking is a much overused word
S in the world at the moment,

however the lack of NHS
dentists in Saltash and more widely in
SE Cornwall is indeed a shocking
situation for local patients. It is a shock
for most people when they have to pay
quite large sums of money for routine or
urgent treatment. But what should not
be forgotten is that they have already
paid once for this treatment through
taxes. It is not just shocking: it is a
scandal.
The problem goes back many years, and is
based in the “dental contract” which has not
been reformed despite promises in the
Government’s 2010 manifesto. Now most
dentists have stopped doing work for the
NHS, so the local Integrated Care Board has
not been able to spend its budget to pay for
dental services. Our local Health Action
Group suggested imaginative ways to create
new services by using this unspent money on
a mobile dental surgery. Now we have been
told that this money has been taken away for
other services.
We are not going to give up on this locally.
We are presuming that there will be money
in the local NHS budget in the new financial
year, and we will put together new proposals.
Interestingly, our ideas seem to be mirrored
in the government’s last-minute Dental
Recovery Plan, which does make some more
money available - if it can be spent! We are
particularly keen to work with partners to
support the young and the vulnerable who
have not been seen by a dentist in recent
years.
The Action Group is determined to improve
Saltash patients’ access to an NHS dentist.
Please send us your own ideas, and ask your
councillors and MP to back us openly. And

Barry Woodmason

Gas & Heating Engineers st 44yrs
& Boiler Changes/Complete Systems
¥ Boilers & Fires - Repaired & Serviced
smanss Tel: 01752 569610 M: 07808 604 134" -

we look forward to your comments on
our proposals.

One other thing....as far as we know,
there is no new investment planned in
other NHS services in the town. Last
year Bodmin got a multi-purpose
Community Diagnostic Centre; St
Austell is getting a £15 million new
local surgical centre; Newquay is
having a major modernisation of its X-
Ray service; and now GP Hubs to
provide additional appointments are
being created just in eight towns, but
mainly in the far west of Cornwall
(Bodmin is nearest). This is another
scandal, specifically disadvantaging
Saltash. We now know of one Saltash
patient recently discharged from
Derriford, who, having been discharged
home, was sent to Camborne Hospital
(yes, Camborne) when they fell ill again
after a few days. We have no short-term

beds in the town to deal with this
common problem. This cannot go on.
Please help us pursue a better service
here.

Contact us on
patient.voice@icloud.com

Do you Like to Walk?
Get Your Daily Exercise
Responsible Persons
Required
To Deliver Monthly
“The Saltash & District
Observer”
Saltash Areas
Only apply if you are very
enthusiastic
Call Mary Crawford on
M: 07971 484872
Tel: 01579 345699
Or email details to:
maryecrawford@hotmail.com

Thursday 21st March
Saltash Library
10.30am - 12.30pm

For home visits
please call

Richard Hamm
01208 813593

BEARNES |
HAMPTONMN
LITTLEWOOD

Auctinnesrs and Valuers

www.bhandl.co.uk

Antiques & Jewellery
Valuation Day

01392 413100
enquiries@bhandl.co.uk

Telephone 01752 946879

PRIDE & JOY

The Home and Garden Maintenance Team

Our services include:
hedge & shrub maintenance - weeding - tree work

lawn care and grass cutting - creation of flower or veggie beds
trellis work - shed and greenhouse work - general garden tidying
pond care - fencing & gates - patios and decking

Call NOW to discuss your needs - We can help! One-off or regular service

J. HALL General Builders
All Aspects of Building Work

Interior & Exterior — Property Maintenance
Internal Thermal Boarding & Damp Solutions
Decorating & Plastering
Renovations & Refurbishments

Over 30 Years Experience

Free Quotes All Work Guaranteed No Vat
Call Julian on
T: 01 752 842585 M: 07525 942 662

The Computer Man

Saltash Based - Friendly Advice
With 15 years experience on all
aspects of computing including:

@ Virus Removal @ Broadband Installation ® Upgrades
@ Wireless and Internet Problems @ Desktop and
Laptop Repairs @ Home Visits
Andrew Watts

&7 07751154 759

out fee!

20% off Your

First Bill \
*with this ﬂxer

01752 961639 / 07773339470
www . prideand joy -homeandgarden.co.uk
ourprideand joy@btinternet.com y

Your Taxes, Simplified

Understanding the ins and outs of the tax system can be tricky,
but no need to worry because we have dedicated experts in
place to help you get a better understanding.

We can replace your back office with accounting and bookkeeping support.
When it comes to complex issues, rely on us.

Accounting and Bookkeeping

Your Business is Ours

most pressing financial issues.

We developed strategies for both business and individual clients.
And we work hard and long hours when they need us
—even after tax season. So let us tackle your

Cambélt Replacement

Hybrid Accredited

Tel: 01752
849449

E: dbautosltd@yahoo.co.uk
W: www.dalebrettautos.co.uk

DB Autos 8 - 9 Gilston Road,
Saltash Cornwall PL12 6TW

oy et EEm e

“Specialists

m . Air
Servicing Class4&7 Con

ANAUTOS LTDOD
M.O.T. /M.O.T. Repairs

Engine Remapping
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Servicing

Van Hire
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Chamber Chairman Peter Ryland
Keeping us Updated

o many things have happened since my last report

that I have difficulty in knowing where to start.

First, the Town Team was successful in achieving
some further funding, from the Accelerator Fund, which is
enabling us to progress the ideas of street markets and
seating areas in Fore Street. We will be consulting with
Fore Street traders in March as to the more definitive
proposals and, if there is general approval, we are hopeful
that a trial will start in early summer. We have also applied
for more funding in order to start the process of ‘greening’

Fore Street.

It has been customary that
the Town Council arranges for
the Christmas lights to be
switched on at the Christmas
Festival, which is always on
the  first  Saturday  of

v’ Home Help
\/ Personal Care

Home
Instead

& e el Pt i

Live Well Your Way

Home Care Service

Your home is where you feel the most comfortable and the
happiest. It's the place you know best.

v Companionship
V' Dementia Care

Contact us on: 01822 258292
www.homeinstead.co.uk/tavistock-tamar-valley

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office s independently owned and operated

December. This year, the first
Saturday is the 7th December,
which would mean that the
lights will be on for less than
three  weeks.  Chamber
members asked me to write to

NEW SALES
SHOWROOM
NOW OPEN

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

MOT'S
JUST £45

)
SERVICING 559

DIAGNOSTICS

EXHAUSTS

g

CAR SALES

01752 841455
www.bmmotorssaltash.co.uk

Cornwall PL12 6LF

"~ 2Brunel Road, Saltash,

f »08

the Town Council asking if this
could be changed, and I am
pleased to report that the
switching on of the lights will
be on 15th November. The
Chamber will now try and
arrange a late-night opening of
shops and some entertainment
on that evening so put the date
in your diary. The Chamber
will still host the Festival on
the 7th December featuring
firm favourites including
Santas on Bikes, Santa Fun
Run and the Lantern Parade,
subject to finding the funding.

Funding for events generally
has also been under discussion
last month. Although the
Chamber runs only the
Christmas Festival it became
evident that the May Fair and
the Regatta are also have
difficulty finding sufficient
funds each year, so we are
looking at ways to fund for the
future as it is obvious from the
people attending that these
events are well enjoyed by the
community and there is a wish
for them to continue.

There was some sadness that
Community Enterprises
(CEPL12) had to take the

Saltash Town Council Invites
Residents to Thank the Town’s

Unsung Heroes

thank someone in the community by
nominating them for a Saltash Civic Award.
Nominations are open until Thursday 21st March

Saltash Town Council are inviting people to

2024 in the following categories:
B Contribution to the community
H Youth achievement

M Lifetime achievement

B Youth group leader award

B Sporting achievement award
M Cultural contribution award

The awards recognise the significant contribution
made by people active in different sectors of the
examples
giving exceptional and continued commitment to

community. A few

Edwards
Automotive

Car Sales
Servicing
All Mechanical
Work undertaken
Scratch Repairs
Tel: 07961 658 750

90 St Stephens Rd
Saltash PL12 4BL

www.edwardsautomotive.co.uk

decision to withdraw its
Hopper Bus services. Since its
inception, the Hopper has
served the community well
and had been the flagship of
CEPL12 for many years, but
following the resignation due
to ill health of the Hopper
director it was felt it was time
to move on. We have
organised a ‘thank you’
celebration to all those
involved with the Hopper
from when it was an idea in
the mind of Colin Brown to
the current day.

Although Chamber has
been active in working behind
the scenes, we have not had a
formal meeting for the last
couple of months as key
members have been
unavailable due to other
commitments. We  have
continued to monitor events in
and around Saltash and, in
particular, the situation
regarding the tolls on the
Tamar Crossings. We
submitted our views to the
consultation late last year, but
it was obvious that tolls had to
rise in order that the Bridge
could continue to subsidise

week to
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Richard Receives the Chain of
Office

Westcountry Funeral Service has taken the position of

Saltash Funeral Director Richard Walter Parson, from

‘Chair’ of the South West Division of the British
Institute of Embalmers, 100 years since his Grandfather

joined the Institute.

the Torpoint Ferry. We are,
however, hopeful that the
Tamar Toll Action Group’s
campaigning activities are
raising the profile of the issue,
and that with the involvement
of local MPs the situation for
businesses and residents may
be eased going forward.

I gave a talk to Saltash
Rotary in November which
must have impressed members
as I was subsequently asked to
become an honorary member,
an offer I was pleased to
accept. I have, however,
explained that at 6 foot 8
inches I am too tall to be their
Father Christmas but will do
what I can to support their
charitable activities within all
the other voluntary work I
carry out.

the life of the community of Saltash over a
considerable period of time, turning up week after

coach children’s sport,

making a significant contribution to the cultural

life of the town. Anyone who has made a
difference can be nominated!

Mayor of Saltash, Councillor Richard Bickford
said “Saltash has many residents who go the extra
mile for others. During my Mayoral year, I have

been fortunate to meet many who undertake
volunteering throughout the town without any
formal recognition. I encourage people to
nominate anyone they feel has made a difference
to the town of Saltash.”

Nominations must be made on the nomination
form which can be found on the Saltash Town

include,

Council website -
https://www.saltash.gov.uk/civic-awards.php

if anyone requires help in accessing the form or
would like a paper copy please contact the

Guildhall on enquiries@saltash.gov.uk or

01752 844846.

TREE SURGERY

ROOTED

And ARBORICULTURE

Fully Qualified - £5 Million Public Liability
Tree Surgery € Stump Grinding € Fencing
Hedge Maintenance 4 Ground Clearance
Woodland Management € Emergency Callout

Call: 07754 824772

@rootedtreesurgeryandarboriculture

NEXT CAR
HERE!

LOCALLY TRUSTED FOR OVER 40 YEARS
GOOGLE US - R&S MOTORS

R&S MOTORS 7

e

rsmotorssaltash.co.uk

Richard received the chain
of office at the AGM held in
Taunton on 28th January
2024 and on doing so, paid
tribute to his Grandfather,
Walter Cyril Parson, who
joined the institute which
was established in 1927, and
all of those gone before him
that promote and value
the benefits of formal
training and qualification in
caring for the deceased since
those earliest days.

Richard began his
training in 1987 gaining
qualifications with both the
National Association of
Funeral Directors and the
British Institute of
Embalmers and continues to

Tl
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N

Richard wearing the

Photo:
chain of office

value formal qualifications
and  training  alongside
practical experience, Richard
said “the Parson family have
been involved in the funeral
profession for generations, as
both Funeral Directors and
Embalmers a fact of which I
am very proud. I hope that I,
like them continue to be an
ambassador for our
profession and continue to try
and do my best, every day.”
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Chatter n Natter Colffee Mornings
Dementia Support Groups

Eco Crafters

Therapy Dogs
Cooking Demonstrations
And SO much merea!

Liafex (E1e14] irli The Eilchon, B Fare 51, Sallash
sy EEPETD o uk

Station Garage

Est 1984

MOT Testing iNc MOT & SERVICE

Station

FREE RE-TEST

REMINDER FOR NEXT
MOT & FUTURE
SERVICING

MOTOR INDUSTRY

CODE OF PRACTICN

Service and Repair

Brakes

Repairs & Servicing all Makes

Air Conditioning

Engine Management Lights

Timing/Cambelt Kits

Tyres & Tracking

Tel: 01752 844916

36 Culver Rd Saltash PL12 4DR
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Making Saltash Waterside Better

People who live and work in
Saltash are being asked for their
views about how to improve the
connections between Saltash
Waterside, the town centre and
destinations along the Tamar.

From 22nd March to 7th April,
Saltash Town Council will be
consulting the public on the
ideas developed so far and
asking for the public to get
involved.

This project is specifically

looking at the feasibility of:

e Sustainable, innovative and
traditional transport options
linking the town centre to
Saltash Waterside;

e Reintroducing water
transport locally and along
the River Tamar and beyond;

e Circular routes linking
existing footpaths, cycle
routes, railway and bus
routes;

e Public realm and

infrastructure improvements.

Cllr Richard Bickford Chairman
of Saltash Town Council said;
“We believe that making Saltash
better connected could have
real benefits for our community.
Hopefully, it will attract more
people to Saltash, help our local
economy as well as allow people
to use the town and enjoy
Saltash Waterside in an easier,
and more sustainable way,
negating our notoriously steep
hills.”

“We are asking for the opinions
of those who live in, work in and
visit Saltash. How do you think
Saltash Waterside could be
better connected to the town
centre? What would encourage
you to visit Saltash Waterside
more? We would like to hear
from all, giving a cross section of
views, to help us shape ideas
that will really benefit our
community.”

30 March 2024
Free transport
trips

The Town Council is running a
‘public transport trial’ on 30th
March offering free rides on a
land train and minibus from the
town centre down to the
waterside and back, free ferry
rides across to Royal William
Yard and St Budeaux and an

opportunity to ride a tuk tuk or
an electric bike.

Come and try them out and let us
know what you think.

Drop-in public
exhibition

o Easter Saturday 30th March

e 10am - 4pm

¢ Ashtorre Rock, Old Ferry
Road, Saltash Waterside,
PL12 4GT

Come along and see the ideas so
far, have a chat to members of
the team and most importantly
let us know what you think.

How to have your say...

e On the day, come and have a look at the consultation exhibition and drop off your surveys at Ashtorre Rock, Old Ferry Road, PL12 4GT

Connected

Plymouth Boat Trips

e Saltash Waterside to Royal
William Yard and return

e 25/30 minute journey each
way

e 10:00 - First trip leaves

Saltash

Running until 4pm (leaves

RWY at 3.15pm)

Silverline Cruises

e Saltash Waterside to Tamar
River Sailing Club

e Starts at 10am from Saltash

e Shuttle service on demand
until 4pm

e Approx. 5-10 minute journey
each way

e Have a look at the proposals online and have your say at www.saltash.gov.uk

e From 22nd March - 7 April, pop along to Saltash Town Council Library Hub and the Community Kitchen at 8 Fore Street (CEPL12) to

view the proposals

Looe Land Train

e Start and finish at Saltash
Waterside with stops including
bottom of Fore Street bus
stop, top of Fore Street bus
stop (on downhill side), and
Old Ferry Road

e 10am to 4pm, approximately
every 30 minutes

Tuk Tuk
e TakeatripinaTuk Tuk
between the waterside and
the town centre.

[

Saltash Red Bus

2 routes - outer route and inner
route

Outer route leaving Waterside
to stops including China Fleet,
Pillmere, Latchbrook and back
Inner route leaving Waterside to
Fore Street via Albert Road and
back

Running 9am- 5pm at regular
intervals

Beryl Bikes (electric bikes) will also
be available to try out.

¢ Alltrips are free and offered on a first come first served basis.

¢ All activities are weather dependent.

¢ More detailed timetable at www.saltash.gov.uk from 22 March

Other activities

Take part in the Easter Egg Hunt
and look out for the Easter
Bunny

Guided heritage walks leaving
from Ashtorre Rock at 12 noon
and 2pm. Check for details on
the day.

Elliott's Museum open 10am-
2pm, Mary Newman'’s Cottage
and Heritage Museum open
10am to 4pm

Isambard House @ Saltash Train
Station - Craft Fair and
refreshments in partnership
with CEPL12.

Saltash Town Council has secured funding for this feasibility study for the Saltash Town, Waterside and River Links Connectivity Project. The funding was awarded
through Cornwall Council, from the Government’s Community Levelling up Programme and the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.
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